




How Politics and Planning affect 
your future housing choices

By Nancy Pearce, The Arc of Wake County, Board of Directors & 
Housing Development Analyst, NC Housing Finance Agency
In 20 years, the City of Raleigh’s population is expected to be around 
700,000.  That’s far above the 2006 estimate of 356,000.  Currently the 
City of Raleigh is gathering citizen input for revising the Comprehensive 
Plan.  The last time this Plan was revised was in 1989, so it would seem 
this plan, when adopted, will guide city decisions for a long time.  

What does a Comprehensive Plan do?  Some communities call it 
a Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  The City of Raleigh’s web site 
states that it “will serve as the policy framework for a wide range 
of decisions concerning land use, development, design, and pub-
lic investment priorities.”  

One of the areas affected by this plan will be future housing and 
public transportation.  There is a shortage of affordable housing 
and adequate public transportation.  Let me illustrate how your 
public input may be of great importance to where adults with de-
velopment disabilities live.  Planning tools incorporate the use of 
“overlay districts.”  These districts have the legal right to override a 
zoning classification for property.  A new instrument that is being 
considered is the “Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District.”  
Basically, the concept is a possible tool whereby existing neighbors 
can petition the city to adopt and enforce this type of “overlay” 
to prevent developers from acquiring nearby houses, tearing them 
down, and building very large or tall houses right next to theirs.  

Can this type of district be used to prevent new affordable town-
houses or independent living apartments for adults with devel-
opmental disabilities, simply because the design might have to 
be two story because land is so expensive? You may wish to con-
sider providing input on this device.  Go to http://raleigh-consult.
limehouse.com/   This portal has a “Community inventory report” 
that lists a section about Supportive Housing around  Section 5.5 
.  After you register, you can provide your own comment that will 
post after a couple of days.  The comment  period will last only 
a few months, so it’s important to voice your opinion about sup-
portive housing for disabled folks.

Another tool some cities use are committees like an Affordable 
Housing Task Force.  Such a committee can gather input from citi-
zens and stakeholders about their philosophy regarding housing 
needs in the community.   Raleigh currently does not have a for-
mal Housing Task Force or committee made up of citizens.  On 
Tuesday, April 1, City Council Chambers were packed with citizens 
who asked for a Housing Task Force to be appointed by Council for 
study and formal input into the Comprehensive Plan.  3 Council 
members were strongly in favor, yet it was tabled until April 15th 
to be “considered.”  The dialogue was a bit disturbing from dissent-
ing council members and you might want to contact your Council 
members stating your support of the housing task force. 

The future of your housing choices may depend upon the comments you 
provide today.  Look into these avenues and voice your opinion today.
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NAtionWide Insurance hosts 
1st Annual Non-Profit Fair

On May 7th Nationwide’s corporate office held a 
non-profit fair  and The Arc of Wake County had 
a booth there. We were fortunate to have many of 
Nationwide’s employees stop by our table to get 
more information on the services The Arc of Wake 
County offers as well as ways they could volunteer.

The Community Connections Program was high-
lighted in hopes of recruiting some new partners 
for folks waiting for a volunteer friendship match 
to be made. Several of the Nationwide employees 
seemed very interested. But we still need more 
help- so whether you are a member of The Arc 
of Wake County or a community partner, please 
call the office or visit the website to see all of the 
many ways you can become involved and help 
The Arc of Wake County.

The fair was also a great opportunity to meet 
people from Make-A-Wish Foundation, Easter 
Seals UCP, Interact, Meals-on-Wheels, and many 
other important organizations. It was a great re-
minder of all the amazing services and programs 
available here in Wake County.



SPECIAL OLYMPICS
The participants of the RLSS program had a fun-filled day as they put their best feet forward 
in the Special Olympics Track and Field Event held at Cary Academy on Wednesday, April 30, 
2008.  Each received a ribbon and all went home winners!


